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Name:  Jennifer Ackerfield 

Department:  Biology                                       

Institution:  Colorado State University 

City:  Fort Collins                                                State: Colorado                             Postal/Zip Code: 80523                   

Country: USA 

Title of Study: A Prickly Puzzle:  Phylogeny and Evolution of the Carduus-Cirsium Group (Compositae) 

Amount awarded: $900.00 

Report: 

**In the space below, please type a report of no more than 200 words (3-4 sentences) that explains how you used the 
funds awarded to you. You should indicate the status of your research project (i.e. completed, ongoing, currently 
analyzing data etc.) and how the funds contributed to that status (what you were able to accomplish, e.g. specimen 
collecting, data generation, data analyses).  

Thanks to the generous support of the American Society of Plant Taxonomists, I was able to fund significant field 
studies and laboratory expenses for my research on the Carduus-Cirsium (thistle) group.  I used the funds to travel to 
southwestern Colorado, where I made collections of alpine thistles in the San Juan Mountains ($200).  I was able to 
collect 3 different populations of Cirsium hesperium, which was a thistle I previously did not have any collections of 
in my phylogenetic analysis.  These collections were not easily obtained, and required hiking to high alpine peaks.  
The picture attached is of me with Cirsium hesperium.  I then used the remaining funds to travel to Washington, D.C. 
and sequence the ETS region of 125 samples as well as fill in missing sequence data gaps ($700).  Without these 
funds, I would not have been able to generate this invaluable data which led to significantly increased resolution in 
the Carduus-Cirsium phylogenetic tree!   

 

**Please also attach a digital photo that represents you and your research as funded by ASPT, named as follows: 
lastname_firstname.jpg.  

**Due to new EU privacy regulations that went into effect on May 25, 2018, please confirm that ASPT has your 
permission to publicize your photo and research grant information in the Botany 2018 banquet PowerPoint 
presentation, the ASPT Website, ASPT Facebook page, twitter, or publicity statements distributed by the ASPT 
Public Relations Committee.  This information could include, but may not be limited to, your photo, name, 
institution, grant title, and follow-up grant report.  Does ASPT have your permission? _X_ yes  ___ no 
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