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Name:  Evan Eifler  

Department: Botany                                       

Institution: University of Wisconsin - Madison 

City: Madison                               State:  WI                              Postal/Zip Code:  53703                  

Country: United States 

Title of Study: Spatial and Temporal Patterns of Diversification in Geissorhiza (Iridaceae): Phylogeny, 
Biogeography, and Vulnerability in the Cape Floristic Province 

Amount awarded: $800 

Report: 

**In the space below, please type a report of no more than 200 words (3-4 sentences) that explains how you used the 
funds awarded to you. You should indicate the status of your research project (i.e. completed, ongoing, currently 
analyzing data etc.) and how the funds contributed to that status (what you were able to accomplish, e.g. specimen 
collecting, data generation, data analyses).  

 

Funds were used to defray lab costs associated with extracting, amplifying, and sequencing 2 gene regions for 7 
species of Geissorhiza (Iridaceae) of Southwestern South Africa. This data was used to build a preliminary 
phylogeny for the genus which was in turn used to motivate for further funding to sequence gene regions of the rest 
of the genus via anchored hybrid enrichment. The project is ongoing, but the data will ultimately be used to generate 
a molecular phylogeny for the genus embedded within a tree of generic representatives of the Iridaceae subfamily, 
Crocoideae, which will then be used to map patterns of diversification and historical biogeography, investigate the 
evolution of plant traits and pollination strategies, and pinpoint the evolutionary origins of 3 apparent cases of floral 
mimicry exhibited by the genus.  

 

 

 

**Please also attach a digital photo that represents you and your research as funded by ASPT, named as follows: 
lastname_firstname.jpg.  

**Due to new EU privacy regulations that went into effect on May 25, 2018, please confirm that ASPT has your 
permission to publicize your photo and research grant information in the Botany 2018 banquet PowerPoint 
presentation, the ASPT Website, ASPT Facebook page, twitter, or publicity statements distributed by the ASPT 
Public Relations Committee.  This information could include, but may not be limited to, your photo, name, 
institution, grant title, and follow-up grant report.  Does ASPT have your permission? ___ yes  ___ 
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