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Name: Nicolas Medina 

Department: Research           

Institution: Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden 

City: Claremont                                State: California                               Postal/Zip Code: 91711                   

Country: USA 

Title of Study: Untangling stranglers: testing the significance of hybridization in Ficus sect. Americanae 

Amount awarded: $ 800 

Report: 

**In the space below, please type a report of no more than 200 words (3-4 sentences) that explains how you used the 
funds awarded to you. You should indicate the status of your research project (i.e. completed, ongoing, currently 
analyzing data etc.) and how the funds contributed to that status (what you were able to accomplish, e.g. specimen 
collecting, data generation, data analyses).  

 

Funding from the ASPT allowed me to travel to Cuba and collect all native species of Ficus to the island. In total, I 
processed 72 individual samples of 14 different species, one potentially new to science. I’m currently generating 
RADseq data with DNA extracted from the Cuban samples. I will use this dataset to assess the genetic structure and 
levels of interspecific gene flow. Ultimately, these results will provide new insights into the role that hybridization 
has played in the evolution of Ficus. 

 

 

 

**Please also attach a digital photo that represents you and your research as funded by ASPT, named as follows: 
lastname_firstname.jpg.  

**Due to new EU privacy regulations that went into effect on May 25, 2018, please confirm that ASPT has your 
permission to publicize your photo and research grant information in the Botany 2018 banquet PowerPoint 
presentation, the ASPT Website, ASPT Facebook page, twitter, or publicity statements distributed by the ASPT 
Public Relations Committee.  This information could include, but may not be limited to, your photo, name, 
institution, grant title, and follow-up grant report.  Does ASPT have your permission? _x_ yes  ___ no 
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