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Name: Ricardo de Oliveira Perdiz 

Department: Programa de Pós-Graduação em Ciências Biológicas (Botânica) 

Institution: Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas da Amazônia (INPA) 
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Country: Brazil 

Title of Study: Species delimitation and phylogeography of the Protium aracouchini (Aubl.) Marchand species 
complex 

Amount awarded: $800 

Report: 

**In the space below, please type a report of no more than 200 words (3-4 sentences) that explains how you used the 
funds awarded to you. You should indicate the status of your research project (i.e. completed, ongoing, currently 
analyzing data etc.) and how the funds contributed to that status (what you were able to accomplish, e.g. specimen 
collecting, data generation, data analyses).  

 

My ongoing Ph.D. project focuses on the species delimitation and phylogeography of the Protium aracouchini 
(Aubl.) Marchand species complex (Burseraceae), a small clade of about seven species, restricted to South America, 
and that comprises small trees with inflorescences longer than the petiole and assymetrical mature fruits that are 
always green in the base and red in the apex. The remarkable morphological variation associated to its widespread 
geographical distribution and habitat variation makes this group an excellent model to understand biogeographical 
connections among important areas in Neotropical flora, and the importance of ecological factors and habitat in the 
diversification of widespread plant lineages in the Neotropics.  

ASPT funds enabled me to stay longer at UC Berkeley in order to perform the final steps of ddRADSeq protocol, 
that included DNA extraction and library preparation, before submission of my 308 samples for sequencing on two 
lanes of an Illumina HiSeq4000 at the UC Berkeley QB3 facility. 

I am currently analysing all data gathered over the past three years, including morphological, spectral and genetic 
data, and preparing a manuscript about two new species of the complex from northern South America. Thank you, 
ASPT, for providing me this opportunity. 

 

**Please also attach a digital photo that represents you and your research as funded by ASPT, named as follows: 
lastname_firstname.jpg.  

**Due to new EU privacy regulations that went into effect on May 25, 2018, please confirm that ASPT has your 
permission to publicize your photo and research grant information in the Botany 2018 banquet PowerPoint 
presentation, the ASPT Website, ASPT Facebook page, twitter, or publicity statements distributed by the ASPT 
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Public Relations Committee.  This information could include, but may not be limited to, your photo, name, 
institution, grant title, and follow-up grant report.  Does ASPT have your permission? X  yes  ___ no 


